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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Reconsideration and allowance in view of the foregoing amendment and the 
following remarks are respectfully requested. 

Claims 3-8 and 10-13 are now pending. 

Original claims 1-2, 9 and 13 were rejected under 35 USC 102(b) based on the 
filter device of Yamafuji et al. Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection. 

However, to advance prosecution, claims 1, 2 and 9 have been canceled and 
claim 13 has been made dependent upon claim 10 so that the Examiner's rejection has 
been mooted. 

Applicant notes with appreciation the Examiner's indication that claims 3-8 and 
10-12 contain allowable subject matter. Claims 3-8, 10 and 11 have been re-presented 
above in independent form. It is therefore respectfully submitted that those claims 
should now be allowed. Claims 12 and 13 depend from the above-noted claims and are 
therefore submitted to be in condition for allowance as well. 

All objections and rejections having been addressed, it is respectfully submitted 
that the present application is in condition for allowance and an early Notice to that 
effect is earnestly solicited. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



NIXON & VANDERHYE P.C. 
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901 North Glebe Road, 11th Floor 
Arlington, VA 22203-1808 
Telephone: (703) 816-4000 
Facsimile: (703) 816-4100 
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